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Quwat al-lmam al-Rida
(Imam al-Rida Forces)

H 2013

KEY LEADERS

B Close operational relationship with Lebanese
Hezbollah, including training and serving
under Hezbollah command

B Hamza aI-Heydar, aka Haij Abu Mustafa (d. 2013) AREAS OF OPERATION
B Homs-based group that has fought across
E o including East Ghouta, Daraa, Alepo,

B None
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B Unknown
Logo: Identical to Hezbollah’s logo

with added text

Flag Text: Above rifle: “Then surely
the party of God are they that shall
be triumphant” (Quran 5:56);
bottom: “Islamic resistance in Syria.
Al-lmam al-Rida Forces”

H None

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

B Estimated at 3,500 fighters

POLITICAL WING SOCIAL MEDIA
IDEOLOGICAL ALLEGIANCE

: M Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei

ATROCITIES

B Has displayed Soviet-era vehicles and
weapons, including rocket launchers, that
were available in Syria prior to the war

CURRENT DESIGNATIONS

Palmyra, and al-Bukamal

B Facebook

CONNECTIONS TO THE IRGC

Under command and control of the
IRGC Quds Force, led by Iranian
Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani

Quwat al-Imam al-Rida is a Syrian Shiite militia that recruits heavily
from the province of Homs, near the Lebanese border, where
Syria’s small Shiite community has historically lived.

Founded in 2013 and named for the eighth Shiite imam, al-Rida is
modeled on Lebanese Hezbollah, which has trained and advised the
unit with the help of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard.?

It is largely focused on Homs, where it has fought alongside the
Assad regime and Hezbollah forces2It has also fought in East
Ghouta, Aleppo, Palmyra, Idlib, Daraa, and al-Bukamal.#

According to a pro-Hezbollah outlet, Quwat al-Imam al-Rida is the
“main nucleus of Hezbollah in Syria,” and recruits both Sunnis and
Shiites from Homs, Aleppo, Daraa, and the Damascus countryside.
In addition, the article says “their eyes are on fighting Israel in the
Golan”

Like most Iranian-backed militia, Quwat al-lmam al-Rida presents
Israel as its ultimate enemy, even though the group is currently
preoccupied with defending the regime of Bashar al-Assad.
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